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CONSTRUCTIVE STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 



By Ernest D. Burton and Shailer Mathews, 
The University of Chicago. 



PART I. 
THE THIRTY YEARS OF PRIVATE LIFE. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS. 

§ ii. The circumcision. 

Luke 2 :2i. 
§ 12. The presentation in the temple. 

Luke 2 : 22-39. 
§ 13. The Wise Men from the East. 

Matt. 2 : 1-12. 
§ 14. The flight into Egypt and return to Nazareth. 

Matt. 2 : 13-23. 
§ 15. Childhood at Nazareth. 

[Matt. 2 123.] Luke 2 : [39] 40. 

§ 16. Visit to Jerusalem when twelve years old. 

Luke 2 : 41-50. 
§ 17. Eighteen years at Nazareth. 

Luke 2:51, 52. 

^35. Notes on §11, Luke 2 :2i. — "When eight days were fulfilled" : 
cf. on 1 : 59. Here as there the naming of the child is associated with the 
circumcision. " His name was called Jesus " : cf. Luke 1:315 Matt. 1:21. 

f\ 36. Notes on §12, Luke 2:22-39. — Vs - 22 > " tne days of their 
purification " : the forty days which according to the law must elapse 
between the birth of the child and the ceremonial purification of the 
mother and child; see Lev., chap. 12. Vs. 23 ; see Exod. 13 : 2. Vs. 24, 
"a pair of turtle doves," etc. : the offering prescribed for a mother 
"whose means suffice not for a lamb" (Lev. 12:8). Vs. 25, "looking 
for the consolation of Israel" : waiting for the coming of the Messiah 
who should deliver and so comfort Israel. Cf. ^28 and ^[30 (c). Vs. 
20, "the parents": as usual in this narrative, Joseph is spoken 
of as the father of Jesus (cf. vss. 33, 41, 48), as he evidently was in 
common esteem, and in fact legally also. Vss. 29-32, often called the 
"Nunc dimittis" from the first words of the Latin translation, con- 
stitute the third of these New Testament psalms found in Luke's 
narrative. Vs. 29, "Now lettest": not a prayer, "now let," but an 
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expression of joyful certainty. Vs. 32, "A light for revelation to the 
Gentiles " : expressive of a broader hope than appears in the other psalms, 
but one which the Old Testament prophets also had cherished. See 
Isa. 42 : 6, 7, and 49 : 6. Vs. 34, "Behold this child is set," etc.: these 
two verses set forth a side of the Messiah's work of which there is no 
mention in the psalms of Mary and Zacharias. Perhaps Simeon, with 
a deeper spiritual insight into the conditions of the times, saw more 
clearly the suffering which the salvation of Israel would involve ; per- 
haps the latter chapters of Isaiah — and this is suggested by vs. 32 — 
had impressed him with the necessity of suffering in connection with 
salvation, so clearly set forth especially in Isa., chap. 53. Vs. 36, 
"Anna, a prophetess" : i. e., one that spoke for God, under the influ- 
ence of his Spirit ; prophecy, then, had not altogether died out in 
Israel, and John the Baptist was not, strictly speaking, the first prophet 
of the new era. Vs. 38, "the redemption of Jerusalem" : notice how 
constantly this narrative describes the hope of these saints as the hope, 
patriotic at the same time that it was religious, of the deliverance 
of Israel from its enemies. The actual coming of Christ and his 
work gradually but greatly enlarged and changed this conception. 

Tf 37. Notes on §13, Matt. 2 : 1-12. — Vs. 1, "Bethlehem of Judea" : 
there was also a Bethlehem in Galilee. See ^[ 27. " Herod the king " : 
Herod the Great; cf. *f 5. "Wise men": better, perhaps, magi; the 
word denotes men of the learned class, teachers, astrologers, physicians, 
etc., among the Babylonians and other eastern nations. Vs. 2, "For 
we saw his star." Astronomers have called attention to certain extra- 
ordinary phenomena appearing in the heavens about this time. But 
the attempts to connect them with the star which the magi saw have 
never been wholly successful. Vs. 3, "he was troubled": doubtless 
over the thought of a possible heir to his throne, on which he had no 
real claim but that of force. Vs. 4, "inquired of them where the 
Christ should be born" : i. <?., what (according to prophecy) is the birth- 
place of the Christ. The question implies nothing as to whether the 
Christ had or had not yet been born. Vs. 9 ; cf. note on vs. 2. 

^[38. Notes on § 14, Matt. 2 : 13-23. — Vs. 1 3, " to Joseph " : here, as 
before in Matthew, we have the experiences of Joseph. " In a dream ; " 
cf. Matt. 1 : 20 ; 2 : 19, 22. Vss. 15, 17 ; cf. notes on Matt. 1 : 22, ^f 22. 
" Flee into Egypt " : There were many Jews in Egypt at this time. 
Vs. 22, " Archelaus was reigning over Judea," etc. Of the three sons of 
Herod, among whom his kingdom was divided {cf ^f 6), Archelaus was 
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the most like his father in cruelty. When he had been in power ten 
years he was removed by Rome on complaint of his subjects. The 
narrative makes no mention of these facts, but assumes that the charac- 
ter of Archelaus was known. " Withdrew into the parts of Galilee " : 
thus coming into the jurisdiction of Antipas, who, though by no means 
a model ruler, was less cruel than Archelaus. Vs. 23, "and came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth " : cf. Luke 2 : 39. Both evangelists 
agree in the fact that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and that the family 
subsequently went to Nazareth to live. From Matthew alone we should 
know nothing of a previous residence of the parents in Nazareth, and 
should get the impression that the parents regarded Bethlehem as their 
home, the removal to Nazareth being purely an afterthought, necessi- 
tated by Herod's cruelty and the character of Archelaus. From Luke 
alone we should know nothing of a journey to Egypt or an intention 
to live at Bethlehem, and should get the impression that the return to 
their Galilean home was a matter of course when the temporary occa- 
sion for residence in Bethlehem was past. These differences indicate 
that neither of the two evangelists possessed the story of the infancy 
which the other records, and that probably neither knew the facts 
recorded only by the other. This is confirmed by the fact that there 
are in these two infancy histories no parallel accounts, such as are so 
common in the other parts of the gospels, and makes it evident that 
we have before us in these narratives two quite independent witnesses, 
whose testimony on the important points in which they agree is there- 
fore independent and mutually confirmatory. 

Tf 39. Matthew's Quotations from the Old Testament. — Of the Old Testa- 
ment passages of which the first evangelist finds fulfilments in the life of 
Jesus, five are found in the narrative of the infancy, viz., 1 : 23 ; 2:6 (this 
is, in effect, Matthew's, even if he reports the scribes as citing it); 2: 15, 18, 
23. Like the prologue of John's gospel, these quotations belong not strictly 
to the narrative of Jesus' life, but to the evangelist's interpretation of the 
events. They show most instructively how the early Christians looked upon 
the Old Testament, believing that it was of divine authority ; that it predicted 
a Messiah to come, and that its prophecies were fulfilled in the life of Jesus. 
If some of these quotations show a method of interpreting the Old Testament 
different from that generally adopted now, it must not be forgotten that 
Matthew's method of presenting these passages was adapted to the minds of 
his readers, and that his fundamental thought, Jesus the fulfilment of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy, is itself amply substantiated by all sober study of the Scripture. 

^[40. Notes on § 15, Luke 2:40. — This single verse is of the highest 
importance for the light it throws on Jesus' development and education. 
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It presents us the picture of a normal child, growing physically and 
spiritually. The words "filled with wisdom" mean more exactly, 
"becoming filled with wisdom," and describe a continuous process of 
acquiring wisdom. " And the grace of God " : the favor of God, his 
approving love. The picture here presented to us of a perfect child- 
hood is one most profitable and helpful to reflect upon. 

^[ 41. Education among the Jews in the Time of Jesus. — The Jews 
shared in the respect shown education throughout the Roman empire, 
but the subjects of instruction among them were chiefly the law 
and its application. The Jewish school was thus, like the syna- 
gogue, an outgrowth and a support of the legalistic side of the Jewish 
religion. But education in the law was older than the schools, for 
long before they were established fathers were expected to train their 
sons, and mothers their daughters. This custom continued after there 
was public instruction. As soon as they could talk, children were 
made to commit certain verses of Scripture, and as they grew older 
(the boys, at least) to write them out. When six years of age, boys 
were sent to a school, in most cases attached to the synagogue of the 
town. Compulsory attendance upon schools, according to the Talmud, 
dates from the famous rabbi, Simon ben Shetach, the brother of Queen 
Alexandra, that is, from about 75 B. C, but, from a number of reasons, 
public schools can hardly be said to have been universal in Palestine 
until just before the fall of Jerusalem. Jesus as a child, therefore, 
probably, though by no means certainly, attended the village school 
of Nazareth. There were institutions for higher learning correspond- 
ing somewhat to our theological and law schools, in Jerusalem, but 
these he never attended (John 7 : 15). 

^42. Notes on §16, Luke 2:41-50. — "And his parents ' : cf. note 
on Luke 2 : 27, \ 36. "Went every year," etc. The law of the Old 
Testament required every male to attend three feasts a year in Jerusa- 
lem, viz., Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Exod. 23 : 14-17 ; 34: 23 ; 
Deut. 16:16). In later times the rule seems to have been restricted 
to those who lived within fifteen miles of Jerusalem (Edersheim, 
Temple, p. 183). Yet, in fact, it was the custom to go from all parts 
of the land, and for women as well as men. Even from foreign lands 
many came. Hillel taught that women ought to go once a year, viz., 
to the Passover. Vs. 42, "And when he was twelve years old." This 
may not have been his first visit, but it was a noteworthy one, because 
at about this age the Jewish boy became "a son of the law," i. e., 
subject to its requirements. Vs. 43, "And when they had fulfilled the 
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days" : the seven days of the feast. Vs. 44, "supposing him to be in 
the company " : the caravan composed of those who came from Nazareth, 
or from Nazareth and its vicinity, was evidently a large one. " They 
went a day's journey": not necessarily a whole day, but till evening of 
the day on which they started. Vs. 46, "After three days," or, as we 
should say, " on the third day," counting the day of starting as one, 
the day of the return a second, and the day on which they found him 
a third. "In the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors." 
"As a learner, not as a teacher. St. Paul sat at the feet of Gamaliel ; 
Acts 22:3" (Plummer). Where in the temple the rabbis ("doctors") 
were teaching we have no certain means of knowing. " Both hearing 
them and asking them questions": in accordance with the usual rela- 
tion between pupil and teacher, which permitted great freedom. Vs. 
47, "And all that heard him were amazed at his understanding," etc. 
The teachings of Jesus in subsequent years show wonderful under- 
standing of the Old Testament, and profound insight into all questions 
of religion and morals; something of these qualities was already 
manifest in the boy of twelve years. 

Vs. 49, " How is it that ye sought me ? Wist ye not that I must 
be in my Father's house ?" These are the first words of Jesus which 
the gospels record. They imply three things that are most significant : 
(1) Left alone in the city, the place to which he turned spontaneously 
was the temple ; so natural was it for him to do this that it did not occur 
to him that his parents would look for him anywhere else. (2) That 
which drew him to the temple was the fact that it was God's house ; 
that with it more than with any other spot in the city was associated 
for him the thought of God. (3) The name for God which sprang 
naturally to his lips was "my Father;" his feeling toward God was 
that of a loving son to a father, of whose love he was sure. Few, if 
any, of the Jews, even among the prophets, had thought of God as the 
Father of individuals. To them he was the Father of the nation. In 
these words of Jesus we may find the keynote of his whole life on the 
side of his relationship to God. 

I43. Notes on §17, Luke 2 =51, 52. — Vs. 51, "And he was subject 
to them." These words reveal another side of Jesus' character as a 
boy. Though he could not have failed to see that his parents in 
some things had less spiritual insight, were less devout and religious, 
than he himself, he maintained the position of a child subject to their 
authority. Cf. Gal. 4:4. Vs. 52, "And Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and men": a most important statement, 
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which, along with vs. 40, shows how real and normal a human life Jesus 
lived. He grew physically, intellectually, and spiritually, not out of 
sin, but in goodness. Few single verses of the gospel narrative better 
repay meditation than this one. 



^[44. Questions and Suggestions for Study. — (1) How long 
after his birth was Jesus circumcised and named ? (2) How long 
after his birth and where did the ceremony of purification take 
place? (3) What offering did the mother bring at this time? 
(4) Tell the story of Simeon, (5) and of Anna. (6)* What two 
thoughts respecting the career of Jesus did Simeon emphasize 
that do not appear in the previous words of Zacharias and Mary ? 

(7) Tell the story of the magi. (8) Who were the magi? 
(9)* What is the meaning of Herod's question to the priests 
and scribes (Matt. 2:4)? 

(10) Tell the story of the flight into Egypt and return to 
Nazareth, (u)* What characteristics of Herod, Archelaus, and 
Antipas are reflected in this narrative? (12)* In what respects 
does Luke's narrative differ from Matthew's in its account of the 
way in which the parents of Jesus came to take up their residence 
in Nazareth ? C 13) Is it probable that each was acquainted with 
the other's narrative? (14)* Describe the location of Nazareth. 

(15)* In what single statement does the evangelist describe 
the boyhood of Jesus down to the time when he was twelve years 
old? 

(16) Tell the story of Jesus' visit to Jerusalem when he was 
twelve years old. (17)* What are the earliest recorded words 
of Jesus? (18)* What do the words mean, and what do they 
imply as respects his own religious life at this time? (19) How 
far is the spirit and attitude toward God which is expressed in 
these words a model for us all ? 

(20) In what words does the evangelist describe the years of 
Jesus' youth (Luke 2:51, 52)? (21)* What do these words 
imply as to the character of his whole life during this period ? 
(22) Take time for quiet reflection on the account which 
§§ 15-17 give of Jesus' life within and without during the years 
of his boyhood and youth. 
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(23) What name can be properly given to the period of 
Jesus' life thus far studied ? See title of Part I. (24) Name the 
events that fall in this period. See titles of sections in chaps, 
i, ii, iii. (25) Name these events, pointing out on the map the 
place at which each occurred. (26) Name in their order those 
events which are recorded in Matthew. (27) Name in their 
order those events that are recorded in Luke. 

^f 45. Constructive Work. — Let the student write a chapter for his 
Life of Christ on some such plan as follows : 

CHAPTER III. 

THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS. 

i. The circumcision and presentation of Jesus in the temple. 

2. The wise men from the East. 

3. The flight into Egypt and the return to Nazareth. 

4. The boyhood and youth of Jesus. 

5. The intellectual and religious character of Jesus in the years 
preceding his public ministry. 

^[46. Supplementary Topics for Study. 

1. Matthew's narrative of the infancy and youth compared with 
Luke's : (a) as respects the events recorded ; (?>) as respects the person 
from whose point of view the story is told ; (c) as respects the style 
and purpose. Note under each both resemblances and differences. 

2. Trades and the standing of artisans among the Jews. 
Delitzsch,/<?o>2x4 Artisan Life. 

3. The Brothers of Jesus. 

Lightfoot, Galatians, pp. 253-91; Mayor, Epistle of St. James, pp. v-xxxvi ; 
Bible Dictionaries, arts. "James," "Judas," "Brother." 

4. The influences among which Jesus grew up, and his own inner 
experiences : (a) home, (6) school, (V) synagogue, (</) Scripture, (e) com- 
panions, (/) manual labor, (g) scenery and nature, (h) the moral con- 
dition and Messianic hopes of the people, (i) communion with God, 
(J) thought about God and feeling toward him, (k) thought about his 
future work. 
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PART II. 

THE OPENING EVENTS OF CHRIST'S MINISTRY. 

FROM THE COMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST UNTIL THE PUBLIC 
APPEARANCE OF JESUS IN JERUSALEM. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HERALD OF THE NEW ERA. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

§18. The ministry of John the Baptist. 

Matt. 3 : 1-12. Mark i : 1-8. Luke 3 : 1-18 [19, 20] . 

I47. Notes on § 18, Mark 1 : 1-8. 1 — Vs. 1, "The beginning of the 
gospel": By "the gospel" Mark doubtless means, not the book — the 
word " gospel " was not used of a book till long after our " gospels " were 
written — but the history that is told in the book, the facts about Jesus 
that, when told, constitute good news. In his mind the " gospel " 
story began with the public work of John the Baptist and the entrance 
of Jesus on his ministry. Cf. Peter's thought as expressed in Acts 
1:22. The later evangelists Matthew and Luke included and pre- 
fixed the story of the infancy. " Of Jesus Christ the Son of God" : So 
in his first line the evangelist declares his own conception of Jesus and 
faith in him. Cf. the first line of Matt. Vs. 2, " Even as it is written": 
Mark's only quotation from the Old Testament. " In Isaiah the 
prophet": The remainder of this verse is in reality from Mai. 3:1; 
the next verse is from Isa. 40 : 3. Mark combines the two quotations 
which so aptly describe the mission of John, mentioning the name, 
however, of the second prophet only. Turn back and read Malachi, 
especially chaps. 3 and 4. It will help in the understanding of John's 
character and preaching. Vs. 4, " John came," etc. : Notice in this 
brief verse the place of John's work, the two related parts of his 
work, the substance of his message, the significance of his baptism. 
" Repentance " : not mere sorrow, but change of mind, especially of 

1 Here for the first time we find a threefold narrative, one account in each of the 
synoptic gospels. In such cases the student should aim, not simply to get a composite 
picture of all three narratives, but first, studying one carefully — it is best to begin 
with Mark, where there is a Mark account — -to fix in mind the facts as recorded in 
this account ; then, taking up each of the others, to consider wherein each differs from 
the first ; and finally to frame, on the basis of all the sources, as connected an account 
as possible of the event. 
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moral purpose, turning one's back on the former sinful life and turning 
to God. "Remission of sins": forgiveness of sins, including escape 
from the punishment which would otherwise have come, and restora- 
tion to God's favor. Vs. 6, "camel's hair": a coarse cloth made of 
the long, coarse hair of the camel, used also for tents; still in use in 
eastern countries. " Leathern girdle " : cf. 2 Kings 1:8. " Locusts ": 
an insect of the same family as the grasshopper. "Wild honey": 
probably the honey of the wild bee (cf. 1 Sam. 14:25, 26; Judg. 
14:8), but possibly a sweet gum. All these particulars describe a 
poor man living apart from other men, having no need to visit the 
towns for either food or clothing. Cf. Luke 1 : 80. Vs. 7, " There 
cometh after me": John does not yet say who this is, or that it is 
the Messiah ; he describes him rather than names him. Notice care- 
fully this description. " Latchet of whose shoes": better, " thong of 
whose sandals." Vs. 8, "water" — " Holy Spirit " : the one baptism 
touching the body and outwardly symbolizing something, the other 
reaching the spirit and accomplishing a real result. 

^[48. Notes on §18, Matt. 3:1-12. — Vs. 1, "wilderness of Judea": 
the rough, mountainous, and uninhabited or sparsely settled region 
lying west of the Dead Sea (Judg. 1 : 16; Josh. 15 : 61, 62), and probably 
including also so much of the uninhabited region lying north of the 
sea, in the Jordan valley, as fell within Judea. See note in Biblical. 
World, January, 1898, p. 38, and art. "Judaea, Wilderness of," in 
Hastings, Diet. Bib. Vs. 2, " Repent ye " : cf. Mark 1 : 4. "For 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand": This definite reference to 
the kingdom of heaven by John is mentioned here only (cf. Mark 
1:15; Matt. 3 : 17), but all the records show clearly that he announced 
the near approach of a new era in God's dealings with the nation. 
Vss. 3-6 ; cf. Mark 1 : 2-6. Vs. 7, "Pharisees and Sadducees ": see ^[ 
30, b. It is not probable that members of these two opposed parties 
came to John together, nor does Matthew imply this. The words that 
follow doubtless represent what he said to members of both parties on 
various occasions. " Offspring of vipers": /'. e., men of snakelike 
characters, wicked and deceitful. "The wrath to come": the wrath 
upon sinners which would precede or accompany the deliverance of the 
righteous. Cf. Mai. 3:1-554: 1-6, and W 28 and 50. Vs. 8, "fruits 
worthy of repentance": cf. Luke 3:10-14 and notes. Vs. 9, "think 
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham," etc. : John evidently 
doubted the reality of their repentance ; he knew the common expecta- 
tion that all the sons of Abraham would have part in the kingdom of 
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God (cf. 1 50), and wished to dislodge them from this refuge ; see 
John 8:31-40. "God is able of these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham " : Notice how completely John rejects this current notion of 
a kingdom of Abraham's descendants ; cf. Luke 1 : 73, 74. John 
believes that God will fulfil his promise to Abraham, but that he is not 
dependent upon these people, being able to provide himself a seed of 
Abraham. Vs. 10, " Even now is the axe laid ": better, the axe is lying, 
i. e., judgment is near at hand. " Is hewn down": /. e., will be ; only 
the fruits of repentance can save it. Vs. 11, " unto repentance" : either 
to express repentance (cf. on Mark 1 : 4), or in order, by its whole 
effect on the minds of the people, to lead them to repentance, espe- 
cially by calling them to repentance and giving them a definite act in 
which to express their decision. "He shall baptize you": words 
addressed to the Pharisees and Sadducees, or to the whole people. 
"With the Holy Ghost and with fire": better, with Holy Spirit and 
fire, the reference being to a subjection of the people to the searching 
and testing work of the Spirit of God in the Mightier One, by which 
the real characters of men should be discovered, as John himself, with 
his baptism of water touching only their bodies, could never discover 
or disclose them. Cf. Mai. 3 : 2-5, from which John's figure of speech 
is probably derived. John was a man of great insight into character, 
but he recognized that he could not try men's hearts as the Greater One 
who was to follow would search and test them. Notice the sharp con- 
trast which he draws between his own work and that of the Mightier 
One to come. The one baptism is outward and symbolic ; the other 
inward and effectual. The baptism of John, though intended to bring 
about repentance, could not in fact produce it, nor could it distinguish 
between the truly repentant and the only professedly so. It was the 
revelation of God through the Mightier One which should try their 
hearts and reveal their true characters. This actually took place, as we 
know, when Jesus came, and men took sides for or against him. Vs. 12, 
"Whose fan": a winnowing shovel, with which the mingled grain and 
chaff, after being threshed, were thrown into the air, that the steady west 
wind might blow away the chaff, leaving the grain behind. " He will 
thoroughly cleanse his threshing-floor": i. e., complete the work of 
separating grain and chaff. "Unquenchable fire": a figure for inevi- 
table and irremediable destruction. The whole verse is descrip- 
tive, in highly figurative language, of a work of judgment by which 
the evil should be thoroughly purged out of the nation and the 
kingdom of God set up. Cf. % 28. This was the work which John 
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evidently expected the Mightier One to do when he came. Cf. Mai. 

4 : i-3- 

If 49. Notes on §18, Luke 3:1-18. — Vs. 1, "In the fourteenth year of 
Tiberius Caesar": There is difference of opinion as to the event from which 
these years should be reckoned. Tiberius was associated with Augustus as 
joint emperor about the end of 1 1 A. D. He became full emperor at the 
death of Augustus, August 19, 14 A. D. If the earlier date be chosen (and 
on the whole this seems the more probable), the appearance of John the Bap- 
tist would be in the latter part of 25 or early part of 26 A. D. If the later 
date be chosen, John would appear three years later (28 or 29 A. D.). " Pon- 
tius Pilate being governor of Judea": Pilate was made procurator of Judea 
in 25 or 26 A. D. " Herod being tetrarch of Galilee and his brother Philip," 
etc. : A tetrarch was a native ruler lower in rank than a king. Palestine 
contained, in the time of Jesus, the two tetrarchies mentioned. Syria as a 
whole contained seventeen. These rulers were dependent upon Rome, but 
were not immediately subject to the provincial officials. They levied their 
own taxes and maintained their own armies, but were always liable to imme- 
diate deposition (as in the case of Herod Antipas in 39 or 40 A. D.), if they 
were suspected of disloyalty or bad government. Herod Antipas was thus 
in charge of the region of which Jesus was a citizen. He was not a model 
ruler, but managed to maintain himself for about forty-three years, when he 
was banished to Lyons on the charge of preparing for a revolt. He was a 
great builder, his chief city being Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee. His brother 
Philip had a much less fertile territory, but was a good ruler. He, too, was 
a builder of cities, Banias or Cassarea Philippi and Bethsaida Julias being the 
special objects of his expenditures. Of Lysanias, the tetrarch of Abilene, we 
know nothing certainly. "Annas and Caiaphas being high priests " : Only 
one man could be high priest at a time, and this from 18 to 36 A. D. we 
know was Caiaphas. But Annas had been high priest 7-14 A. D., and even 
if his deposition was not regarded as illegal, he controlled his successors, 
several of whom were from his own family. Thus from all these historical 
data, so carefully given by Luke, we are led to conclude that John the Baptist 
began his work toward the end of 25 or the beginning of 26 A. D. 

Vs. 3; cf. Mark 1:45. Vss. 4-6; cf. Mark 1:2, 3; Matt. 3:3; 
Luke omits the words from Malachi which Mark prefixes to those from 
Isaiah and extends the quotation from Isaiah. Vss. 3-9; cf. Matt. 3 : 7— 
10. Observe how closely similar the two accounts are. Vss. 10-14: 
Notice how in these verses, found only in Luke, John points out, in con- 
crete examples adapted to the several classes of people, how the repent- 
ance which he demanded would express itself. These are examples of 
the " fruits worthy of repentance " (vs. 8). Vs. 13, " extort no more," 
etc. : Under the current system of raising taxes extortion was easy, 
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and common among the collectors of customs (publicans). Vs. 14, "do 
violence to no man " : as in the case of the collectors of customs, so 
here John selects for reproof those vices to which the soldiers were 
specially liable. Notice that he does not tell them to give up their 
occupations. 

Vs. 15, " And as the people were in expectation," etc. : In a time 
when there was constant readiness to accept anyone as the Messiah, 
provided he met popular expectation, the appearance of John, such a 
prophet as had not been for generations, set people to wondering 
whether he were the Christ. See the reflection of this feeling in John 
1:19, 20. Vss. 16, .17 ; see Matt. 3:11, 12. Vs. 18, "the good 
tidings": the gospel. Much of John's preaching was of judgment 
rather than of salvation, but it always included salvation for the repent- 
ant. He sought by the terrors of a coming judgment to persuade 
men to escape from judgment. Cf. vs. 17, "gather the wheat into 
the garner," and Matt. 3 : 2. Vss. 19, 20 will be taken up in connec- 
tion with § 34. 

^f 50. Current Ideas concerning the Messiah. — The Jewish hope for a 
Messiah was at bottom a hope for a divinely appointed (and anointed) 
deliverer from national distress. Throughout the history of the 
Hebrew people their prophets had promised that God would aid them, 
and, if they were in danger from their enemies, would deliver them, 
provided only they kept his commandments and were true to him in 
other ways. This succession of promises could never be quite fulfilled, 
however, because of the wrongdoings of the Hebrew nation ; but the 
hope grew deeper and more distinct. By degrees, also, it came to 
include, not merely the idea of a reestablished, glorious kingdom of 
Israel over which God was to be king — the kingdom of God — but also 
of a specific person through whom God would establish the kingdom. 
Thus the Messianic hope in the time of Jesus was the child of faith and 
national misfortune; at once religious and political. Its form was 
various according as the one or the other of these two elements pre- 
dominated. All classes, however, believed that the Messiah would be 
the son of David, and that his kingdom would consist of Jews and 
proselytes. With the more intellectual classes, especially the Phari- 
sees, the Messiah was something more than a mere man, though less 
than God. His coming was to be preceded by that of Elijah (Mai. 
4:5; Mark 9:11,12; cf. Mark 6:15; John 1:21) and awful portents 
in the heavens. In despair of obtaining an ordinary earthly kingdom, 
some of the Pharisees believed his work would be accomplished only 
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after the evil angels had been conquered, the dead had been raised, 
and all men had been judged. Then he should reign from Jerusalem 
over a great Jewish nation, to which all heathen people should be sub- 
ject. When this kingdom had been firmly established, the Messiah 
would turn it over to God himself. Naturally the Pharisees did not 
recognize Jesus as the Messiah. On the part of the masses the hope was 
more political, and the deliverance was supposed to be from the rule 
of the Romans. This popular conception it was that led so many 
people to misjudge Jesus and to regard him as a political agitator. 



^[51. Questions and Suggestions for Study. — (1) With what 
events does Mark conceive the gospel history to begin? (2) 
What apostle expresses a similar thought ? (3)* Give in outline 
Mark's account of John the Baptist, distinguishing {a) his place 
of work, {b) appearance and mode of life, (c) his message to 
the people, including the moral change demanded, the external 
act associated with this moral change, and his announcement for 
the future. (4)* What do- Matthew and Luke add in common 
to Mark's account? (5)* What does Luke add that is found 
neither in Mark nor Matthew? (6)* How does Luke date the 
beginning of the ministry of John ? To what year does this 
probably assign it? (7) What is repentance? (8) By what 
announcement did John enforce his command to repent ? (9) 
What did he teach about the value of Abrahamic descent to 
save one from God's wrath ? (10)* How did he describe the 
Greater One whom he announced ? What phase of his work did 
he emphasize? (11) How did he contrast his own work with 
that of the Greater One to come? (12) By what motives espe- 
cially did he appeal to the people? (13) In what sense was his 
preaching a gospel (good news)? (14)* What elements of 
character appear most strongly in John as he is depicted in the 
synoptic narrative ? (15) What facts made it natural for the 
people to wonder whether John were the Christ ? (16)* What 
kind of Messiah were the Pharisees looking for? (17)* What 
kind were the people expecting? 

If 52. Constructive Work. — Having completed the study of this 
chapter as indicated above, write for your " Life of Christ" (inserting 
ahnvp it the Dart title as on p. 49) — 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

i. The time and place of John's work. 

2. His message of command and prediction ; the relation of bap- 
tism to his preaching. 

3. His announcement of the Greater One to come. 

4. His character as shown in these earlier events of his public life. 

\ 53. Supplementary Topics for Study. 

1. The character of John the Baptist. 

Bible Dictionaries, art. " John the Baptist ; " Feather, The Last of the Prophets; 
Edersheim, Life and Times of fesus the Messiah, Vol. I, pp. 225-74 ; Zenos, in 
Biblical World, January, 1900. 

2. The disciples of John the Baptist : who were they, and what did 
they probably believe ? 

3. The Jewish expectation of the Messiah. 

Schurer, The Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, Div. II, Vol. II, pp. 
154-87; Wendt, The Teaching of Jesus, Vol. I, pp. 33-89 ; Edersheim, Life ana 
Times of Jesus the Messiah, Vol. I, pp. 160-79 ; Mathews, History of New Testament 
Times in Palestine, pp. 159-69. 



CHAPTER V. 



THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 

§ 19. The baptism of Jesus. 

Matt. 3 : 13-17. Mark 1 : 9-1 1. Luke 3 : 21, 22 [23 a]. 

§ 20. The temptation in the wilderness. 

Matt. 4:1-11. Mark 1 : 12, 13. Luke 4 : 1-13. 

^[54. Notes on §19, Mark 1:9-11. — Vs. 9, "Nazareth of Galilee" : 
on the location see *([ 21. Recall also the years Jesus had spent 
there (cf. *^\ 40, 43), and what he was now leaving behind. " In the 
Jordan" (cf. R. V. mg.) : The place of Jesus' baptism cannot be deter- 
mined with certainty. The traditional sites of the Greek and Latin 
churches are in the south, near Jericho. But Bethany (John 1 : 28), to 
which place Jesus apparently returned after his temptation, is a more 
probable place, and this is probably farther north, near the southern 
border of Galilee, at or near the point marked as Bethabara on the 
map. Vs. n, " My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased": cf. 
^f 20 (3) ; the language from heaven is the assurance to Jesus that he 
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is in a peculiar sense the object of God's love and approval (cf. Mark 
9:7; Eph. 1:6; Col. 1:13), and begets, we can hardly doubt, in a 
measure in which it had not existed before, the consciousness of his 
mission as the Messiah. 

^[55. Notes on §19, Matt. 3: 13-17. — Vs. 13 ; cf. Mark 1 =9. Vs. 
14, " But John would have hindered him," etc. : John had urgently 
commanded the people to repent and be baptized, and had boldly 
rebuked those whom he suspected of insincerity ; but when Jesus comes 
to him he feels himself in the presence, not of one morally inferior to 
him, but of his superior, and in the words, " I have need to be bap- 
tized of thee, and comest thou to me ? " confesses his sense of the inap- 
propriateness of Jesus receiving baptism at his hands. Yet notice that 
he neither says that it is in itself unfitting for Jesus to be baptized, nor 
indicates that he knew Jesus to be the Christ. He may or may not 
have had personal acquaintance with him ; there is nothing to indicate 
that he yet knew him to be the Christ (cf. John 1:31). Vs. 15, "suf- 
fer it now" : This reply of Jesus virtually admits the unsuitableness of 
his being baptized by John, and by implication his own superiority to 
John, which John had felt, but sets it aside for the time; in due season 
his superiority will be manifest. " For thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness" : Jesus regarded John's work as a part of the plan of 
God. For him to share in it was, therefore, to obey the will of God, 
i. e., to do righteousness. He made the same application to the people 
at large (Luke 7 : 29, 30), saying that they who were baptized by John 
declared God to be righteous, while the Pharisees by refusing made 
the plan of God ineffectual in their own case. John had urged a con- 
sideration of propriety ; Jesus puts the matter on the ground of dutv. 
In the presence of duty the highest propriety is to waive propriety and 
do the duty. In this sentence — the second one which the gospels 
record from Jesus' lips — we gain a most significant light upon the prin- 
ciples of his life. Compare his words in the temple (Luke 2 .49) and 
the notes in ^[42. On vss. 16, 17 cf. Mark 1 : 10, 11. 

TT 5<5. Notes on §19, Luke 3 :ai, 22. — Vs. 21, "When all the people 
were baptized " : not " after all had been baptized," nor " while the rest 
were being baptized " (and so in the presence of others), but simply at 
the same time (in general) at which the rest of the people were baptized. 
None of the gospels imply that there were spectators of Jesus' baptism. 
"And praying" : a feature of the narrative peculiar to Luke. 

T57. The Baptism of Jesus. — As has appeared from a study of 
his own words (^55), the baptism of Jesus was not a confession of sin, 
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but a profession of devotion to a revealed plan of God. The devotion of 
one's self to the kingdom of God, whose approach John had announced, 
involved in the case of others, but not in his, repentance and confes- 
sion of sin. Had he allowed any consideration to induce him not to 
join John the Baptist, his influence would have been thrown against 
the revival of righteousness which John was seeking to bring about. 
Before such an alternative the Son of God could only act as he did 
act. By so doing he became formally, of course, a follower of John, 
but immediately afterward he began a new Messianic movement. 

From this act, we must believe, dates the beginning of his clear 
conviction that he was to undertake the work of founding the kingdom 
of God ; that he was the one whom John was foretelling. From the 
moment the voice from heaven sounded in his heart he devoted himself 
with unswerving purpose and self-sacrifice to the new work. Before his 
baptism he was a private individual ; after his baptism he took up the 
work of the Messiah. {Cf. Acts 4:27; 10 : 38.) 

^[ 58. Notes on §20, Mark 1 : 12, 13. — Vs. 12, "and straightway the 
Spirit driveth him forth " : The assurance of divine sonship in connec- 
tion with the baptism is immediately followed by an impulse from the 
Spirit to seek the solitude of the wilderness, doubtless for reflection 
upon the new work opening up before him. " Into the wilderness " : 
at what particular place it is idle to guess. Tradition points to a high 
hill northwest of Jericho, called Mons Quarantana (the forty-day moun- 
tain), in modern Arabic Jebel Quruntil. But the tradition is of no 
special value. Vs. 13, " forty days tempted of Satan " : The tempta- 
tion, continued through the whole period, was, no doubt, inseparably 
connected with his meditation over his plans. " With the wild beasts ": 
as would be natural in the wilderness. The statement is peculiar to 
Mark. 

\ 59. Notes on §20, Matt. 4: 1-11. — Vs. 1, " to be tempted": cf. If 58. 
Vs. 3, " And the tempter came " : a visible appearance is not at all 
required by the narrative. " If thou art the Son of God " : referring 
to the voice from heaven (vs. 17), and basing the temptation on that. 
" Command that these stones become bread " : an appeal to his hun- 
ger (cf. vs. 2), and conveying the suggestion that there is an incon- 
sistency between his being God's Son, the special object of God's love, 
and going hungry, and that he must either substantiate his conviction 
of sonship by feeding himself miraculously, or doubt that sonship. 
Vs. 4, " Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth from out of the mouth of God": i. e., shall not regard bread 
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as indispensable, but shall in simple trust in God wait his word (see 
Deut. 8:3). This principle of trust in the all-sufficient God, which 
God taught Israel in the wilderness, Jesus applies to his own case. 
He will not insist on bread as the evidence of God's love, but will trust 
God's word (vs. 17). Vs. 5, "the devil taketh him": in thought, no 
doubt, not bodily, for against Jesus' will this would have been impossible, 
and with his will sinful on his part. "The pinnacle of the temple": some 
high gable of the temple or its colonnades is referred to, perhaps that 
very high one which overlooks the valley of Kidron. Vs. 6, " If 
thou art the Son of God": as before, an appeal to his consciousness 
of divine sonship, with perhaps an added reference to the trustful con- 
fidence in God just expressed (vs. 4). " Cast thyself down : for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge," etc.: i.e., if thou art God's 
Son, he will surely care for thee ; prove it by throwing thyself down. 
Under guise of an appeal to filial trust lies concealed a temptation to 
distrust. Vs. 7, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God": The 
words are from Deut. 6:16, and forbid making demands on God, or 
putting him to the test, from doubt of his care. Jesus refuses to do 
this; trust needs no self-appointed test of God. In his work in the world 
as God's Son he will not manufacture evidence of God's presence and 
care, for himself or for others. He will go forward in simple trust, 
taking such evidences of God's love and care as come in the doing of 
duty. See the opposite spirit of the Jews, and Jesus' answer in Mark 
8:11,12. Vs. 8, " All the kingdoms of the world ": a mental vision 
of that world that Jesus wished to win for God. Vs. 9, "if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me": a figure of speech descriptive of 
what the course of action which was suggested to him would really 
amount to. One naturally thinks of some concession to the false, 
worldly ideas of the times, by which he might have gained adherents 
rapidly ; some compromise, in word or act, which to Jesus' thought 
amounted to giving homage to the devil. Vs. 10, "Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve": quoted from 
Deut. 6:13, where it enjoins Israel to worship Jehovah only, as against 
the gods of the surrounding nations. In the mouth of Jesus it means 
that allegiance and reverence are due to no human authority, to no 
worldly ideals, but to God only. In his life there is to be no divided 
allegiance. Vs. 11 ; cf. Mark 1: 13^. 

Tf6o. Notes on §20, Luke 4:1-13. — The narrative of Luke is like 
Mark's in extending the temptations through the forty days ; like 
Matthew's in narrating the three temptations at the end. The second 
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and third temptations are put in a different order in Luke : for the 
difference no satisfactory explanation can be given, nor is it important. 
^[61. Messiahship as Conceived by Jesus. — The idea of Messiahship 
was essentially Jewish, and had Jesus been content to take it as it 
existed, it could have had little meaning for other people. But Jesus 
did with it as he did with so many other Jewish conceptions ; although 
he continued to use the words of the Jews, he plunged beneath the sur- 
face and form to the fundamental thought they represented, and dealt 
with this. To be the Christ meant to found the kingdom of God ; but 
this is only to say that to be the Christ meant to make human society 
righteous and prosperous by bringing its members into right relations 
with God. Thus he made the term " kingdom of God " social and 
religious rather than political. He does not often use the word "Mes- 
siah" with reference to himself, but it is clear that as the Christ he 
regards his duty as consisting in these things : (1) he must found the 
kingdom of God on earth ; (2) he must found it by inducing men to 
love God in order that they may be like him ; (3) he must show men 
how to live as members of the kingdom ; (4) he must present himself 
as the ideal of the kingdom, both by living as a real Son of God, full 
of faith in his Father's wisdom and love, and also as a brother of men, 
full of self-sacrificing love. In a word, Jesus' idea of Messiahship was 
simply this : to get people to be like himself in order that they might 
live right with God and man. 



^[62. Questions and Suggestions for Study. — (1) Relate the 
story of the baptism of Jesus as told by Mark. (2) What dis- 
tinct addition does Matthew make to the Mark narrative ? (3) * 
What is the meaning, in Jesus' reply to John, of the words, " Suf- 
fer it now" ? (4)* What is the meaning of " thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness"? (5)* What great principle of 
conduct does Jesus enunciate in this answer to John ? (6)* Is 
this principle valid for him only, or for all men ? (7)* What 
elements of Jesus' religious life that ought to be in ours are 
revealed in this passage and in Luke 2:49? (8) Was duty a 
repulsive thing to Jesus ? (9)* What was the meaning for Jesus 
of the descent of the Spirit and the voice from heaven ? 

(10) Tell the story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness 
as related by Mark. (11) Relate the story of the first of the 
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three temptations as recorded by Matthew. (12) Of the second. 
(13) Of the third. (14) Wherein does Luke's narrative differ 
from Matthew's? (15)* Explain the meaning of Jesus' answer 
to the first temptation. (16)* To the second. (17)* To the 
third. (18) What gave occasion to these temptations, and of 
what use were they to Jesus ? (19)* What great principles of 
conduct are involved in his several answers? (20) Can you 
suggest circumstances of modern life to which these principles 
would be applicable ? 

\ 63. Constructive Work. — Having completed the preceding work, 
write chap, v of your "Life of Christ" treating the baptism and the 
temptation. 

\ 64. Supplementary Topics for Study. 

1. The contrasts between the life of Jesus before, and his life after, 
his baptism in (a) occupation, (b) home, (c) relations to kindred, {d) 
relations to people in general. 

2. Illustrations of typical human experience in that of Jesus during 
this period. 

3. Wherein did the beginnings of John's work resemble those of 
Jesus ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF FAITH IN JESUS. 

§ 21. John's testimony before the priests and Levites. 

John 1 : 19-28. 

§22. Jesus the Lamb of God. John 1:29-34. 

§23. The first three disciples. John 1:35-42. 

§24. Philip and Nathanael. John 1:43-51. 

§ 25. The first miracle: water made wine. John 2:1-11. 

§ 26. Sojourn in Capernaum. John 2: 12. 

Tf 65. Notes on §21, John 1 : 19-28. — Vs. 19, "when the Jews sent unto 
him .... to ask him, Who art thou ?" : on the inquiry awakened by 
John see Luke 3:15. Vs. 21, " Art thou Elijah ? " On the basis of a 
literal interpretation of Mai. 4: 1, Elijah was expected to come before 
the Christ {cf. Matt. 17 : 10). This prophecy Jesus recognizes as ful- 
filled in its real sense in John the Baptist (Matt. 17:11 ft.; n : 14). 
John denies that he is Elijah, because he knew he was not Elijah in the 
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sense intended by the question. "Art thou the prophet ? " : the question 
refers to the prophet promised in Deut. 8:15. Cf. John 6 : 14, 30, 31 ; 
Acts 3:22. Vs. 23, "I am the voice of one crying," etc.: more 
exactly, "a voice of one," etc. John wishes to sink his personality out 
of sight ; he will not identify himself with any of the great personali- 
ties which the Jews have pictured to themselves and for which they are 
looking ; he is simply a voice, bidding men, " Make straight the way 
of the Lord." These words of Isaiah, originally employed to picture 
poetically the return of Jehovah bringing his people from captivity, 
are employed by John as aptly describing the spiritual preparation for 
Jehovah's coming to his people. Vs. 24, " why then baptizest thou, if 
thou art not the Christ" : probably on the basis of Zech. 13: 1, the 
administration of a rite symbolic of purification was thought to belong 
to the Messiah. Vs. 26 ; cf. Mark 1:7,8, but notice that he whom 
John then spoke of as coming he now says is present, though unknown. 
Vs. 28, " Bethany beyond Jordan " : Notice the marginal reading 
Bethabara, or Betharaba, probably another name for the same place or 
of a place near at hand. Various sites have been suggested for this 
place, but the most probable view is that which finds it at Mak't 
'Abdrah, a ford of the Jordan a little northeast of Scythopolis. Bethany 
is perhaps a modified form of Batanea (Conder, Tent Work, Vol. II, 
pp. 64-8) or simply another name for Bethabara, meaning the same 
thing (Edersheim, Life of Christ, Vol. I, p. 278). 

^[ 66. Notes on §22, John 1 : 29-34. — Vs. 29, " On the morrow" : 
Notice that these §§ 19-24 give the record of four successive days. 
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world " : 
The conception of Jesus involved in these words is akin to, if not 
derived from, that of Isa., chap. 53 (read this chapter carefully) — a man 
pure, meek, gentle, and bearing the sin of the world, and by bearing 
it taking it away, freeing the sinner from the consequences of it. This 
is a very different picture from that which John had drawn of the 
Coming One in his words to the Jews before he appeared (Matt. 
3: 10-12), and shows that, while his thought about what the Messiah 
would be led him to emphasize one phase of his work as set forth in 
the prophets, the actual sight of Jesus, as he returned from his forty 
days in the wilderness, aided perhaps by actual conversation with Jesus 
in which Jesus had set forth his conception of the work that he must 
do, impressed him with a very different aspect of Jesus' own character. 
Perhaps he could not himself at once have adjusted these to one 
another, though they actually meet in Jesus' own life and work. 
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Vs. 30, "This is he of whom I said," etc.: cf. John 1 : 15. The gospels 
do not tell when John had said this. Vs. 31, "And I knew hiin not" : 
knew him not, that is, as the Greater One who was to follow him ; 
personal acquaintance he may or may not have had. John's announce- 
ment of his greater successor was an act of faith, not of sight. Vss. 
32-34 ; cf. Mark 1:10, n. The experience at the Jordan, so deeply 
significant for Jesus, became also to John a revelation of Jesus as that 
One for whom he had been looking and whom in faith he had 
announced, the One who, himself filled with the Spirit, should baptize 
others in that Spirit. "The Son of God": see ^[20, and note on 
Mark 1 : n. 

^1 67. Notes on § 23, John 1 : 35-42- — Vs. 37, "two disciples " : one 
of them being Andrew (vs. 40), and the other very probably John, the 
evangelist. Vs. 41, "We have found the Messiah" : the expression of 
a first impression, which longer acquaintance was not only to deepen 
into conviction, but also to modify, as he learned how different a 
Messiah Jesus was to be from that which he at first thought of. 

% 68. Notes on § 24, John 1 : 43-51. — Vs. 43, " into Galilee": return- 
ing home; cf. Mark 1 : 9. Vs. 44, "Now Philip was from Bethsaida": 
viz., Bethsaida of Galilee (John 12:21; cf. map), perhaps a suburb of 
Capernaum, where Peter and Andrew afterward lived (Mark 1:21, 29). 
Vs. 45, "him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write": 
/. e., the Messiah ; cf. on vs. 41. "Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph" : 
so Jesus was known throughout his public life. Vs. 46, " Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth ?" : a place without distinction or reputa- 
tion, and with which no one had ever associated the Messiah (it is not 
even mentioned in the Old Testament), and all the less likely to seem 
to Nathanael of Cana a probable birthplace of the Messiah, that it was 
a neighboring village to that in which he himself lived. Vs. 49, 
"Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King of Israel": the 
first phrase is an echo of John's testimony, the second an explicit 
acknowledgment of his Messiahship (cf. Ps. 2 : 6, 7 ; 2 Sam. 7 : 13, 14). 
Testimony and the impression made by Jesus' own character on sus- 
ceptible minds win for Jesus his first disciples. Vs. 51, "angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man " : he shall become a 
medium of communication between heaven and earth. (See Gen. 
28 : 10 ff.) "Son of Man ": used here for the first time. See ^f 69. 

^[ 69. The Term "Son of Man." — The expression " son of man " is fre- 
quently used in the Old Testament, and always as a poetic equivalent of man. 
Thus in Ps. 8:4," What is man that thou art mindful of him, and the son of 
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man that thou visitest him ? " ; a passage which Heb. 2 : 6 ff. applies to Jesus, 
because in him alone is this ideal picture of man fully realized. Even in 
Dan. 7:13, though the passage describes the Messianic kingdom, the phrase 
" son of man " simply means man, being used to set forth the humane char- 
acter of that kingdom as compared with the fierce and brutal character of 
those which are to precede it. In no book that has come down to us from 
the period between the writing of Daniel and the coming of Christ does the 
term " son of man " occur, unless it be in the pseudepigraphical book of 
Enoch. In this book " the Son of Man " is a recognized name of the Mes- 
siah, and many have inferred that this is the sense in which Jesus uses it. 
But it is uncertain whether the portions of the book of Enoch in which the 
expression occurs were written before the time of Jesus, and it is beyond 
question from the gospels (in which the term occurs only as a title applied by 
Jesus to himself) that the people at least did not understand it as meaning 
the Messiah. For Jesus himself constantly used it, while at the same time 
instructing his disciples not to tell the people that he was the Messiah (Mark 
8:30; 9:9, 30, 31). Jesus' use of it as a name for himself is either {a) 
expressive of his own consciousness of being in the full sense of the word 
man, all that God intended man to be, doing' those things and suffering those 
things which it is the part of man to do and suffer, or (b) expressive of his 
relation to the kingdom of God he was founding. In Dan. 7 : 13 " a son of 
man" is the type of the " kingdom of saints ;" just as beasts are types of 
other kingdoms, so Jesus is the type of the kingdom. As he is, so are its 
members to be. Even though they could not see that Jesus was the Christ, 
the people could see as much meaning as this in the term : he was trying to 
get people to be like himself. 

^70. Notes on §25, John 2:1-11. — Vs. 1, "and the third day": 
reckoned from the day of 1 : 43. "Cana of Galilee": see ^ 71. Vs. 2, 
"and his disciples ": probably the five mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. Vs. 4, " Woman, what have I to do with thee ? " or, what 
have we in common ?, indicating that the thought and wish implied in 
her hint he did not share with her. " Mine hour is not yet come": the 
time for me to act. Mary perhaps desired a conspicuous display of 
power; Jesus would bring relief, but in such way and at such time that 
it would attract no general attention. Vs. 6, "After the Jews' manner 
of purifying": cf. Mark 7 : 3, 4. "Two or three firkins apiece" : a fir- 
kin = about nine gallons. Vs. 8, "the ruler of the feast": either a head 
waiter or, as is more likely, a guest elected to preside. Vs. 9, " tasted 
the water now become wine ": that the whole of the water in the jars 
became wine is not said, but only that what was drawn and drunk 
became wine. Vs. 11, "This beginning of his signs": "sign" is 
John's usual word for Jesus' deeds of power, and one that emphasizes 
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the significance of the deed rather than either its power or its won- 
drousness. "Manifested his glory": revealed the excellence and 
beauty of his character and power. "And his disciples believed on 
him": i. e., believed more firmly in him than before; faith is by its very 
nature a thing of degrees, capable of growing and intended to grow. 

^[71. Cana of Galilee. — The home of Nathanael (John 21 : 2) and 
the place of Jesus' first miracle. Since the sixteenth century Kefr 
Kenna, three and one-half miles northeast of Nazareth, has been the 
commonly accepted site of Cana. Robinson, however, in 1838 
advocated Khurbet Kanak, called also Kana el Jelil (the modern 
equivalent of Cana of Galilee). This place is about eight miles north 
of Nazareth. Opinions are much divided as to which is the more 
probable site. Our map places it at Kefr Kenna. Near this village 
there is a beautiful spring, and the children of the village run after 
the traveler offering him water. 



\j2. Questions and Suggestions for Study. — (1) Tell the 
story of John's testimony before the priests and Levites (§21). 
(2)* What prophecy gives occasion to the question, "Art thou 
Elijah?" (3)* What to the question, "Art thou the prophet?" 
(4)* What is the meaning of John's reply, "I am a voice," etc.? 
(5) What gives rise to the question, " Why baptizest thou," etc.? 

(6)* What does John mean by the words, "Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world" ? (7) To 
what influence is it due that this characterization of Jesus is so 
different from his announcement of the Coming One? (8) 
What further testimony did John bear respecting Jesus on this 
occasion ? (9) * What does John mean by saying that he did 
not know Jesus ? 

(10) What testimony did John bear to two of his disciples? 
(§23). (11) What was the result of this testimony? (12) 
Who were these two disciples, and what third one did one of 
these bring to Jesus? (13) What element of John's character is 
illustrated in his conduct in this matter, and in what respects is 
his conduct to be emulated by us today ? 

(14) What other disciple did Jesus call to follow him the 
next day? (15) Whom did this disciple bring to Jesus? 
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(16) Relate the conversation between Jesus and Nathanael. (17) 
What is the meaning of Jesus' last sentence ? (18)* Tell briefly 
the events of each of the four days referred to in §§21-24. 
(19)* What two influences drew to Jesus his first disciples ? 

(20) Tell the story of the wedding at Cana. (21)* What 
elements of Jesus' character are revealed in his conduct on this 
occasion? (22)* What impression and effect did Jesus' act 
produce on the minds of the disciples ? 

(23) Where did Jesus go after the wedding at Cana ? (24) 
Who accompanied him ? 

(25) Point out on the map each of the places mentioned in 
this chapter, and indicate the events which happened at each. 
(26) Commit to memory the titles of the sections in chaps, 
iv, v, vi. 

\ 73. Constructive Work. — Having completed the study indicated 
above, write chap, vi of your " Life of Christ," following the outline of 
sections given at the head of the chapter, or constructing an outline for 
yourself. 

^[74. Supplementary Topics for Study. 

1. The route of Jesus from the Jordan to Cana. 

2. Jesus' general habit of life as illustrated in his attendance at the 
wedding. Compare it with that of John the Baptist. 

3. Jewish weddings. 

Edersheim, Sketches of Jewish Social Life, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, 
Vol. I, pp. 351-5 ; Stapfer, Palestine in the Time of Christ, pp. 159-65. See also 
Dictionaries of the Bible, arts, on "Marriage." 

4. The history of the first disciples (a) in their relations with 
Jesus, (6) in their work as preachers of the gospel. 

See Dictionaries of the Bible. 

5. What sort of Messiah did these disciples at this time probably 
think Jesus would be ? 



